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Indiana plans prevention of carp migration

By Jerry Zremski, Buffalonews.com

With Asian carp posing their greatest threat to Lake Erie, Indiana on Wednesday announced measures aimed at preventing the invasive fish from migrating from its waterways to the Great Lake to the northeast that extends all the way to Buffalo.

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources said it will erect a mesh barrier aimed at keeping the fish out of a tributary to Lake Erie. The announcement came as lawmakers and others shared concerns about the potential carp invasion at a Senate hearing.

The barrier will be set up at Eagle Marsh, a wetland near Fort Wayne that periodically floods, thereby connecting the Wabash River to the Maumee River, which flows into Lake Erie.

The fencing will be completed this summer, and Indiana also will begin work to come up with a permanent solution to separate the two waterways.

“We are aware of the threats, take them seriously and are, in fact, acting to responsibly address the threat,” Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels said.

Indiana’s action stems from the recent discovery of Asian carp spawning in the Wabash River about 100 miles downstream from the floodplain where the Wabash has met the Maumee.

“If Asian carp are able to cross from the Wabash into the Maumee River, they would have a clear and uninhibited path to Lake Erie,” Sen. Deborah Stabenow, D-Mich., said.

And that would be devastating, said Leon Carl, director of the U. S. Geological Survey’s Great Lakes Science Center.

“While I think it is serious if the carp get into Lake Michigan, I think the fish getting into Lake Erie is even worse,” Carl said. “The carp habitat would be exceptional in Lake Erie. The lake is shallow, and there are large blooms of plankton.”

Asian carp weigh up to 100 pounds and consume up to 20 percent of their body weight every day. For that reason, scientists fear that the carp—which feed off the plankton that forms the basis of the lakes’ food chain — would quickly drive out native species, thereby destroying the Great Lakes’ $7 billion fishery.

The Great Lakes’ $16 billion recreational boating industry could be at risk, too, Stabenow noted. That’s because one species of Asian carp, the silver carp, leaps out of the water at the sound of boat noise.

In 2008, a 15-year-old Arkansas boy was knocked unconscious and hospitalized with a broken jaw and whiplash after being struck by one of the flying fish, Stabenow noted.

Government officials have focused their anti-carp efforts on the Chicago area, where man-made waterways could carry Asian carp from the infested Mississippi River basin into Lake Michigan.

But at Wednesday’s hearing, officials appeared to downplay the recent discovery of a lone bighead carp in Lake Calumet, six miles from Lake Michigan and beyond a series of electronic barriers that had been constructed to keep the fish out of the lakes.

That means the fish either was already in Lake Calumet before the barriers were activated, or that someone released the fish. That’s a long-standing tradition in some Asian cultures, in which people buy two live fish—and eat one while releasing the other.

The fish is considered a delicacy in China, and that has led Illinois to develop another plan to remove the carp from its waterways. The state has set up a program aimed at selling upwards of 30 million pounds of Asian carp from the Illinois River to consumers in China.

“They’re marketing them as coming from the pristine waters of America, as opposed to the kind of waters they’re grown in in China,” said John Rogner, assistant director of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

