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New carp czar comes to Catawba Island to outline plans to keep Asian carp out of Lake Erie

By D’Arcy Egan, the Plain Dealer, Cleveland.com 

John Goss made his debut as federal Asian carp czar on Friday afternoon on Catawba Island. Two days into his new job, he began by talking expediency, but would not call for an immediate closure of the Chicago waterways that are the most likely way the invasive fish will swim to the Great Lakes and Lake Erie.

 His appointment as Asian Carp Director for the Council on Environmental Quality by the Obama administration fulfilled a request from Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland and other Great Lakes officials. They want the federal government to put Asian carp control on the fast track. Ohio and most Great Lakes states have been fighting in Illinois federal court this week to shut down the Chicago waterways. 

Goss, 59, of Columbus, Ind., does not see an immediate closure of the Chicago waterways. 

"It will take a thorough analysis," said Goss, former head of the Indiana Wildlife Federation and director of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. "Shutting down the Chicago waterway will have a significant impact on industry, such as the barge traffic of raw materials and products. While you need to protect tourism, they have a vested interest in making sure we do not put people out of work.

 Goss did say Lake Erie is one of the most vulnerable of the Great Lakes to an Asian carp invasion. 

"Some areas, like Lake Erie, are more conducive to Asian carp establishing themselves and reproducing," he said. "It's an area we should be most concerned about. Asian carp might not find the freezing waters of Lake Superior to be friendly, but they will the spawning areas of Lake Erie."

 In introducing Goss, Director Sean Logan of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources told the small gathering at the hastily-called press conference, "we are hopeful (Goss) shares our sense of urgency on this issue. We've highlighted the importance of this fishery, which generates more fish than all of the other Great Lakes combined, and what Lake Erie means to our state economy and to the communities on Ohio's North Coast.

 Goss said his initial priorities will be to focus on physical infrastructure, creating barriers to prevent carp movement through flooding; have federal and state officials work together to identify and close down smaller waterways connected to the Great Lakes; and target the removal of Asian carp within the Chicago area waterway system through electrofishing, netting and use of rotenone, a poison that quickly kills all fish in an area.

 "We're looking at ways we can make sure Asian carp are not moving from the Chicago waterways into the lake," said Goss. "Illinois is electrofishing the Illinois River above the electric barriers. We believe that will be sufficient for the next several months as we continue to evaluate the best long-term solutions."

Goss recommended constant monitoring of the waterways through eDNA sampling, called an environmental DNA that can test waters for traces of live Asian carp. 

"We have to make progress toward long-term development of biological control mechanisms in a reasonably short time," he said. Goss pointed out biological controls have been developed for sea lamprey, an invasive species that once decimated the lake trout fishery around the Great Lakes.

Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray issued a statement Friday that said "we believe that expert testimony from both sides (in Illinois federal court this week) has demonstrated that none of the strategies applied so far has ended or will end the threat posed to the Great Lakes by these fish. The best scientific research and testing show the threat of Asian carp is real and imminent, and the damage will be irreversible and potentially catastrophic if they are allowed to reach the Great Lakes."
