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Massive anchovie die-off

Posted by Kate Hoekstra, Featured News, newstabulous.com 

Thousands of anchovies have washed up dead early Tuesday morning in a harbor just south of Los Angeles, California, puzzling officials and triggering a massive cleanup initiative. 

The dead fish were piled about a foot deep on the surface of the water and clogged the boat slips at the King Harbor Marina.

At this point, the reason for the mass death is not certain, but there are a few speculations. One possibility was that too many fish had gathered in one area, exhausting the water’s oxygen supply. They may have been seeking shelter from larger prey.

Similar occurrences have taken place over the last few months, one being in Michigan this past February. Dead fish showed up along the Detroit River and the shores of Lake Erie and Lake St. Clair.

Temperature was thought to be a factor in this case, but the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment did tests for a deadly fish virus called VHS.

Viral hemorrhagic septicemia is a viral disease found in freshwater and saltwater fish in Europe, Japan and along the coasts of North America. The disease was first found in Lake Ontario in 2005 and since then, it has caused large die-offs of fish.

It is not, however, a threat to people who eat the fish.

All of this is shortly after cases of birds falling from the sky around the world have been recorded.

