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Portage Lakes could contribute to Asian carp threat

By Bob Downing, Beacon Journal staff writer, ohio.com

The discharge of water from the Portage Lakes into the Ohio & Erie Canal in southern Summit County could provide a pathway for the dreaded Asian carp to reach Lake Erie, according to new federal reports.

The discharge from Long Lake on the border between Akron and Coventry Township could create a route for the invasive fish to reach the Great Lakes, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Friday in releasing the first federal assessment of the potential threat.

The 117-page document looks at 18 potential aquatic pathways in Ohio and four other states between the Mississippi River Basin and the Great Lakes. It includes a second local pathway on Little Killbuck Creek on the Medina-Wayne county line.

The draft federal report provides “important information” to help federal agencies, states and communities work to keep Asian carp from getting into the Great Lakes, said John Goss, Asian carp director at the White House Council on Environmental Quality.

“The reports are valuable tools as we work collaboratively to prevent aquatic nuisance species from spreading between the Great Lakes and Mississippi River basins,” said Brig. Gen. Margaret Burcham of the Army Corps of Engineers.

The report says the Akron canal creates a “medium” risk for the Asian carp to get into Lake Erie via the canal and the Little Cuyahoga and main Cuyahoga rivers.

It may be necessary to add structural controls in the future to keep the Asian carp from getting from Long Lake into the canal, the report says.

Asian carp — there are actually four species including the silver and bighead carp — are a long way from the Akron area.

They have been found in the Ohio River near Cincinnati and a few have turned up as far east as the Greenup Dam near Portsmouth. But a breeding population of the carp is still near Louisville, Ky. Genetic material from the Asian carp has been found in Sandusky and Maumee bays, but no live fish have been found in Lake Erie.

Much of the attention has been focused on the possibility of the Asian carp getting into the Great Lakes via waterways and canals near Chicago. The effort to block the migration there is continuing.

The fear is that the carp will get into the Great Lakes and outcompete local fish like walleye, perch and bass for plankton as food.

This concern led the Corps of Engineers to take a closer look at additional pathways to the Great Lakes. A total of four are in Ohio.

There is a possible watery link in the Lodi-Burbank area, the report says.

Water from Little Killbuck Creek and Repp Run in the Ohio River Basin could connect with Clear Creek that flows to the Black River and Lake Erie, the report says.

The threat is labeled “medium.”

The connection depends on floods, ditches, berms and pumping at local farms, the report says.

It may be possible to reduce the pathway by constructing new berms, reconfiguring drainage ditches and eliminating or modifying pumping, the report says.

The other two Ohio sites are Mosquito Creek Lake in Trumbull County and Grand Lake St. Marys in Mercer and Auglaize counties in western Ohio. Both are listed as “low” risks.

The Corps is accepting public comment on the new reports that are entitled “Focus Area 2 Aquatic Pathways Assessment Summary Report.” The deadline to submit comments is Oct. 14.

Comments may be submitted electronically at www.glmris.anl.gov or mailed to the Great Lakes and Mississippi River Interbasin Study Focus Area 2, Summary Report Comments, 1776 Niagara St., Buffalo, N.Y. 14207.

The reports are available at that website. They will be finalized and reissued this winter. 

