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		LEGISLATIVE ALERT!

Contact the EPA Today to Reduce the Ethanol 
Requirement and Protect Recreational Boating 

In November, the recreational boating industry achieved a major victory when the EPA announced its proposal to modify the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) and to reduce the amount of ethanol required to be blended into the nation's fuel supply. As required by law, the EPA is now soliciting public comments on its proposal before rendering a final decision.

E-15 destroys marine engines and MBIA staff and Board will be submitting comments. But your voice, your opinions and your comments are critical to our overall success. We must be louder than the Corn Ethanol voices that will also be commenting.

We need the EPA to reduce the ethanol mandate for 2014 and modify the RFS to protect marine engines! Comments are due by Tuesday, January 28.

It's up to the boating community to show how this flawed policy is having devastating consequences on our industry. We have deep concern over the effects that corn-based ethanol has on boater safety and the continued high repair cost of damage done to marine engines and outboard motors. 

Your comments make a difference! We can't sit on the sidelines. It's time to take action and let the EPA know that we want lower ethanol mandates in 2014.

Read the full proposed rule. 

If you need assistance, please contact Nicki Polan at 734.261.0123, ext. 4 or npolan@mbia.org
Our friends at the NMMA have made it quick and easy to effectively voice your comments. 
Visit this link to TAKE ACTION and submit your comments 


Asian carp in the Great Lakes will have devastating effects 
on our boating & fishing industries - speak up today! 

Do we have a lot at risk should Asian carp enter the Great Lakes? Absolutely!
· Fifty percent of the boats used in Michigan are used for fishing. Asian Carp will destroy our game fisheries and boating will suffer. 

· Being hit in the head by a jumping Asian Carp can cause lacerations and concussions. Families will look for alternative recreational opportunities and boating will suffer. 

· Entire communities, jobs, tourism dollars and so much more will be affected should we leave our Great Lakes and boating and fishing industries unprotected. 

MBIA has relentlessly asked for a plan to control Asian Carp. All action was waiting on a study which just came out from the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers. Stakeholders are shocked that this study does not allow for any concrete plan or solution. 

MBIA has joined with many other stakeholders including U.S. Congresswoman Candice Miller and U.S. Representative Debbie Stabenow calling for an immediate plan to be identified and put in place. Letter from MBIA to Army Corp. 
The preferred plan would be hydrologic separation of the Great Lakes Basin and the Mississippi River Basin. This would not only help prevent the spread of Asian carp, but it would also help remedy the problem of low water levels. The cost of separation could be as much at $18 billion, but Michigan's $7 billion boating industry is at stake and we are only one of many stakeholders. The losses will add up to far more than the $18 billion needed to protect the Great Lakes. The Great Lakes and their fisheries are a jewel to this nation and critical to the economic stability of this region.

MBIA has been invited to have representatives speak at two press conferences, and we encourage all members to attend the upcoming Army Corp of Engineer meetings as well. 

Please register to attend, speak and/or submit commentary by following the link below:

http://glmris.anl.gov/glmris-report/index.cfm 

Ann Arbor, MI

Tuesday, January 21, 2014
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM local time

University of Michigan League

911 N University Ave

Ann Arbor, MI 48109

Traverse City, MI

Thursday, January 23, 2014
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM local time

The Hagerty Conference Center

Northwestern Michigan College - Great Lakes Campus

715 E. Front Street

Traverse City, MI 49686

Thank you! Our united industry voice must be strong in the effort to stop Asian Carp from invading the Great Lakes. We need to speak up so our Congressional leaders and the entire nation realize the significant negative impact Asian carp will have to the entire Great Lakes Basin and our country. 

	

	


