U.S. House OKs algal bloom bill
(2/26)
The U.S. House has approved a bill requiring the U.S. EPA to develop a plan to deal with algal bloom toxins in public drinking water systems, including water from Lake Erie. Both the House and Senate versions of the bill were authored by Ohio lawmakers in response to last summer’s algal bloom crisis. In early August, customers of Toledo’s drinking water system were advised not to use the water because of algal bloom toxins. The crisis disrupted water supplies for about half a million people for about three days. H.R. 212, the Drinking Water Protection Act, requires the EPA to develop a plan for handling algal bloom toxins within 90 days after the measure becomes law. The EPA also would be required to develop national standards for monitoring and treating toxins from harmful algal blooms. The measure passed the House 375 to 37 Tuesday evening. U.S. Rep. Bob Latta, R-Bowling Green, sponsored the bill. U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur, D-Toledo, is an original co-sponsor. U.S. Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Urbana, also voted for the bill. “When the water crisis hit Toledo last year, shortcomings in our federal response to this kind of dangerous environmental event were laid bare,” said Kaptur. “While it has been long in coming, Congress has finally taken a critical step to arm communities against the threat of toxic algae, which I hope expedites the U.S. EPA’s work on long-overdue guidelines. I urge my colleagues in the Senate to approve this overdue legislation without further delay.” U.S. Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, sponsor of the equivalent Senate bill, said he expects the Senate to pass it, too. U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, is a co-sponsor of Portman’s bill. “By establishing a strategic plan for clean and safe drinking water, this bill will allow federal agencies to better prepare and prevent future disasters like the one we experienced in Toledo,” Portman said. “I’m pleased the House has moved forward on this important bill to protect Ohio’s drinking water, and I will continue to work for passage in the Senate”
