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Biofuels plant enjoys healthy start at IP site

goErie.com: The Times News
You remember that other energy plant on the former International Paper site? The one that was proposed, constructed and is now operating seemingly without any fuss?

That would be Lake Erie Biofuels. It's an economic-development success story.

Lake Erie Biofuels, developed under the umbrella of Erie Management Group founder Samuel P. "Pat" Black, stirred virtually no environmental opposition, such as that faced by the proposed tires-to-energy plant, which could be built across East Lake Road.

Five months after Lake Erie Biofuels started operating, Dennis Yablonsky, secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, came to town last week to check out the operation. He came away impressed.

Black is also pleased by the progress that production is making at the $60 million alternative fuels plant. There was nothing but smiles during the tour.


And why not? As Monica Brower, chief executive of the Economic Development Corp. of Erie County, pointed out, $85.5 million of (private and public) investment has been invested at the IP site in two years, and production is going smoothly.

The Lake Erie Biofuels work force of 35 is operating at a pace to produce 40 million gallons of biodiesel fuel a year, with room for expansion, according to plant manager Mike Noble. The plant produces fuel made from animal fats or vegetable oil, and is blended with petroleum-based diesel to make more environmentally friendly diesel fuel and home-heating oil.

The company will ship about 3 million gallons of biofuels through the Port of Erie in May, said John E. Brigham, chief executive of Erie Management Group. Its first shipment, which was the first export of biofuels on the Great Lakes through the St. Lawrence Seaway, was handled by the Erie port in December.

The May shipment will be twice as large and will require either two ships or a much larger ship, he said. Brigham said the company is receiving second orders, both in Europe and domestically. Most of the product so far has been shipped to Europe for use as home-heating oil and vehicle fuel.

Ray Schreckengost, executive director of the Erie-Western Pennsylvania Port Authority, said the business is beneficial to the port, which plans to upgrade its rail facilities this summer to handle the increased traffic from the biofuels plant and other cargo.


Despite tough competition from other states, Black said his plant has nothing to fear. That is mainly because Lake Erie Biofuels' production volume is so high that the plant is better positioned to compete with other states.

Even though this is a new industry, in which companies face uncertainties, Lake Erie Biofuels appears to have the right stuff to develop and grow.
