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Local leaders laud Great Lakes protection pact

By TOM JACKSON, Sandusky register.com

Local leaders say the Ohio General Assembly's approval of the Great Lakes compact protects Erie County's greatest asset -- Lake Erie.

The compact, an agreement among eight states and two Canadian provinces, bans the transfer of water from any Great Lake to any location outside of the drainage basins for the lakes. While exceptions are possible for communities that straddle the boundary of one of the basins, the compact bans sending water outside of the region, such as the hot, dry American Southwest.

The compact has been approved by Indiana, Illinois, Minnesota, New York and Wisconsin. Passage is pending in Michigan and Pennsylvania. Once all of the states approve it, it will go before Congress.

The Ohio Senate approved the compact 33-0 Tuesday after lawmakers approved a proposal putting a constitutional amendment on the ballot this fall. It will say compact can't give government control over water on private property.

State Sen. Tim Grendell, R-Chesterfield, held up passage of the compact until his private property concerns were met. State Sen. Mark Wagoner, R-Toledo, helped broker a compromise that would soothe Grendell but allow the compact to be OK'd.

"The Great Lakes are one of our region's most important natural resources and economic assets," Wagoner said. "Fresh water will be a driving force in tomorrow's economy."

Wagoner's district includes Erie and Ottawa counties. Erie County's other state lawmaker, state Rep. Chris Redfern, D-Catawba Island, could not be reached for comment Wednesday.

City commissioner Dennis Murray Jr., a Democratic candidate for the Ohio House, said it was important to approve the compact.

"I think our water and our wind are crucial to the creation of green jobs that this area can sustain and that can sustain our area," Murray said.

Ed Enderle, a Republican candidate for the House opposing Murray on the ballot in Erie and Ottawa counties, also was pleased the compact passed to preserve the area's natural resources.

Enderle said he's also pleased a deal was reached to preserve personal property rights.

"As far as I'm concerned, personal property rights and personal property is one of the things that made this country great," he said.

City commissioner Dave Waddington said it's important to him to make sure water from Lake Erie, the shallowest Great Lake, isn't shipped to other parts of the country. The boating and fishing at the lake demonstrates how it's an important asset to the area, Waddington said.
