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Vote green for a stronger America

Marion Star – marionstar.com – by Guest Columnist 
Did you happen to take a family trip to Lake Erie this summer? Maybe you did some swimming, or took a boat out and tried to catch a few fish. Or maybe you rode the ferry to Put-in-Bay for a little rest and relaxation. Did you know that Lake Erie generates nearly $10 billion dollars for tourism and fishing industries?

Last June Ohio leaders agreed to protect Lake Erie from schemes to siphon its water and transport it to more arid parts of the U.S. Southwest. Although this may seem like a strange tabloid story, it's true - people were trying to siphon away our lake! The Ohio General Assembly agreed that Lake Erie must be protected from this and other threats, so they passed the Great Lakes Compact.

This example gets at a real and serious need for leaders to act on behalf of our environment. At a time in politics when both parties are promising change, environmental change undoubtedly affects us all. The Ohio League of Conservation Voters called the Great Lakes Compact "a testament to the resolve of a broad-based bi-partisan effort dedicated to protecting Ohio's largest natural resource."

In our own community we can also see that environmental concerns are tied to economic and political issues. It is wonderful to find local politicians giving their support for environmental projects and programs in the Marion area. County Commissioners Josh Daniels and Andy Appelfeller consistently support Marion County Recycling & Litter Prevention's conservation efforts. They joined Mayor Scott Schertzer in a tree-planting ceremony at the city garage just last spring. Digging in the dirt with our children is truly hands-on politics!

Governor Ted Strickland's "Energy, Jobs and Progress Plan" led to a partnership with scientists, economic developers, and environmental leaders at the 1st Annual Waste-To-Energy: Green Technology Conference at Central State University last week. I had the privilege of joining conference sponsors from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Recycling & Litter Prevention to learn about turning waste into bio-fuels, recycling industrial water, measuring resource/energy use ratios, and even growing algae for oil.

Last year, the April Columbus Monthly issue featured "The Greening of Columbus," commending Mayor Michael Coleman's ambitious goals for green initiatives and green business in our state's capitol city. Marion's Nucor Steel Environmental Manager, Bob Hice, defined sustainability as the "means to satisfy our needs today without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs," stating the importance of "leadership in this community for sustainable economic development." As a member of the Marion Area Chamber of Commerce and Women's Business Council, I can see how good business is increasingly becoming green business. Our new CAN DO! President, Craig Thompson, clearly appreciates and understands the need for "green collar" jobs in the Marion Area.

With strong environmental leadership at the local level, Marion County can become part of America's budding green legacy. The League of Conservation Voters (www.ohiolcv.org) endorses candidates from both parties, at all levels of government, who value natural resources and look with foresight toward our environmental future. Environmental protection is a family value. Please consider your elected officials' positions on environmental issues when you cast your vote. Take a green stand on Election Day this year. When politics, economic development and sustainable technology merge, everybody wins!

