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Jet Express using solar energy

Friday, May 9, 2008, WTVG, Toledo, OH.

Sunshine will play a big role this summer in powering tourism to the Lake Erie islands. The sun's energy will actually help one business get all of those visitors to Put-in-Bay this summer. 

When the sun shines, crowds flock to the Lake Erie Islands. This season, sunshine will actually help people get there! Todd Blumensaadt with the Jet Express says, "We're solar powering our building in Port Clinton and a little bit over here on the island to help cut our energy and become more energy efficient." 

Jet Express is harnessing solar energy thanks to a federal grant. First their buildings, and eventually, maybe even their catamarans. For now, they're looking to burn cleaner fuel and hydrogen, the same technology TARTA uses to run this mini-bus. 

"We'd like to start burning biodiesel or build a whole new boat that runs on biodiesel, high energy efficient T-foil at high speeds," says Todd. 

Monica Drake runs Put-in-Bay Township's port authority. She's ready to go green! "There's no reason in the world why we should not be operating this way in ferry boats!" 

Monica's idea doesn't stop there. Instead of running ferries on biofuel made from corn and soybeans, she thought, why not run the ferries on top of Lake Erie on fuel made from something that comes from Lake Erie? Or something no one wants in Lake Erie, harmful algae. 

Researchers will study algae blooms this summer to see if it's feasible. "I can really see this taking off and Northwest Ohio becoming an incredible showcase of how we can operate in harmony with our environment," says Monica. 

That company wants to make biodiesel from agricultural byproducts like the cane from sugarcane and other natural byproducts like algae instead of growing corn and soybeans just for fuel. 
