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Broadcasting is speeding into the digital world. 

Many of you watch digital programming, but in just a year, everyone will watch digital television. Some retailers are saying they're nervous about the mandatory switch to digital. 

Places like Best Buy are already gearing up for the big switch to digital in February of next year. Even the giant retailers admit they're nervous. This has never been done before in television. 

Ed and Audrey Stelnicki are shopping for a new TV stand for their new, big HD TV. Their new television is equipped and ready to go for the switch from analog to digital.

But like most American households, they've got more than one TV and more than one question. "We've got all kinds of small TV's in the house. I mean, I don't know if it's going to cause problems with that, do you? Absolutely, we're going to switch over. Then what do you do with the old sets? You either have to buy some kind of conversion unit or new TV sets?"

Here's what's happening. On February 17, 2009, full-power television stations will turn off their analog signals and broadcast only in digital. Viewers who receive signals through antennas and don't have a digital-ready TV will have to buy a digital TV converter.

Next month, the government will begin issuing households two coupons each to help pay for the converters, which will run $40 and up.

But the main concern for retailers is supplying the millions of converters needed ahead of the shutdown. Tony Ferguson is the CEO of Best Buy. He says, "Everyone's nervous about it. We've never seen anything like this with television in the past."

Even Ferguson says he's "very nervous" and says "it's one of the biggest risks our industry has." Stores are preparing as the government issues the coupons next month. Retailers will begin selling the converters, hoping to meet demand before the deadline.

The government coupons will be valued at $40 and each household is eligible to receive two. Click here to sign up for the coupons.
