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Wind tower factory opens in Monroe

Marisa Schultz/ The Detroit News
Michigan's latest renewable energy endeavor opened Tuesday with local and national officials saying it's a symbol of teamwork to reshape the state's economy. 

Ventower Industries opened its 115,000-square-foot plant at the Port of Monroe, where it will make wind turbine towers. Officials believe it's the state's first wind tower facility and the only such facility nationally on a port, allowing the shipments of the renewable wind energy towers by road, rail and water. 

Tuesday's ribbon-cutting was the culmination of four years of work on the $25 million project, starting with the cleanup of the former polluted landfill site. 

The project was aided by a number of federal and state tax credits, loans and grants. The plant is expected to produce more than 250 towers at capacity and employ up to 150 people. Already, 20 people have been hired. Production will begin later this month. 

The $25 million project had more than $20 million in support through federal and state tax credits, grants and loans 

Joining the announcement were many dignitaries including Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson; U.S. Rep. John Dingell, D-Dearborn; Monroe Mayor Robert Clark; and Monroe Community College President David Nixon.

