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Too many people on ice, project cancelled
News Herald Reports thenews-messenger.com 
“It’s put off,” said Brian Medvick,”operations coordinator for the Great Lakes Towing Company, the Cleveland-based marine contractor that was scheduled to provide ice-breaking services in this area today. “There’s too many fisherman in the area.”

According to Medvick, project managers nixed the plan.

On Sunday morning, there were more than a dozen shanties on the ice between the north tip of Catawba and South Bass Island.

By mid-afternoon, about half had packed up and headed in.

A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter spent time in the air over the area Sunday, apparently surveying angler numbers.

Two tugs, the Ohio and Bessie J, were scheduled to break ice and transport a barge loaded with large dock components from the Miller Ferry dock on Catawba to Put-in-Bay.

The dock construction project is running behind schedule, according to a spokesman for Hank’s Plumbing and Heating Mechanical Contractors, the Toledo-based company in charge of the project.
UPDATE:

Icebreaker scheduled to clear path from Put-In-Bay to Catawba Island next week
By D'Arcy Egan, The Plain Dealer
A private icebreaker is heading to the Lake Erie Islands next week and the official in charge of hauling construction materials to Put-In-Bay on South Bass Island says it won’t spoil the ice fishing.

Ice anglers aren’t so sure, but the U.S. Coast Guard and the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Department has given the green light to HPH Mechanical to make about four trips from Put-In-Bay to the mainland Miller Ferry docks on Catawba Island. The tug Ohio will motor from Cleveland to the islands on Monday to begin hauling barges containing about 500,000 pounds of galvanized corrugated steel on Tuesday through Thursday.

The materials are needed to replace the old Put-In-Bay municipal pier with a $5.6 million, 1,400-foot pier expanding dockage from 800 to 1,000 boats. Each piece of steel weighs about 25,000 pounds.

Large crowds of ice anglers and complaints from fishermen and ice guides were reported as reasons why HPH Mechanical of Toledo called off its initial ice-breaking effort Jan. 20. 

“We’re going to break ice down the east side of South Bass Island, where the ice is pretty rotten, anyway,” said project manager Mark Nowakowski. “We will be far east of all of the ice fishermen and it won’t affect them.”

The biggest crowds of ice anglers in the island area are on the west sides of Catawba Island and South Bass Island.

The planned path takes the tug and barges close to Mouse Island, one of the most treacherous winter areas because of ice-eating currents. Nowakowski said nine all-terrain vehicles have gone through the ice in that area in just the past few days. A Range Rover SUV went through the ice there a couple of weeks ago.

Long-time Put-In-Bay ice guide Bud Gehring said the operation could endanger some winter travelers heading to ice fishing, or traveling from the mainland to the islands. He doesn’t believe, though, that it will be a problem for the large gatherings of ice fishermen, vehicles and shanties.

“I’m more concerned about the safety of people going on the ice,” said Gehring. “People may not know about the ice-breaker and the risk. We have people coming here from Pelee Island, and hundreds on snowmobiles and ATVs make the trip from the mainland every day.”

Gehring disputed the claim that ice on the east side of South Bass Island was in poor shape. He said it is 18- to 20-inches thick, the same as on the west side of the island. 

Friday’s gale force winds and a warming trend will trim the adventurous crowds going into the weekend. Similar strong southerly winds and a warm spell in February 2009 brought county, state and federal crews to Lake Erie after the weather caused ice to begin to break apart, stranding about 200 ice fishermen on ice floes. 

Gehring cancelled his Thursday and Friday bookings because of the weather, but will be back in action on Sunday. The Lake Erie ice may have lost some of its thickness the last couple of days, but a week of below freezing temperatures has been forecast. 

Nowakowski said the project could have been started earlier and the heavy steel shipped by the Miller Ferry in October, but federal grants were slow in being approved. 

“Federal grants were awarded last June,” he said, “but our bid on the dock work was not awarded until mid-October. It takes three months just to get the specialty steel.”
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