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Boating & Outdoor Festival to feature a Boat Show and so much more! 
By, Nicki Polan, Executive Director, MBIA 
(Hundreds of boats in water and on land plus: Bark Park with the Rock N Roll K9’s, Live music, Boat Demonstrations, Special features, The Bat Boat, Kids Zone and more!)
Livonia, Mich., July 30, 2014 – The fifth annual Boating & Outdoor Festival at Lake St. Clair Metropark, coming September 11-14, is an in-water boat show with boats up to 60 ft. in length on display and for sale. Boats featured at the event include fishing boats, sail boats, cruisers, pontoon boats, personal watercraft, ski and wakeboard boats, canoes, kayaks, and paddleboards. Hundreds of boats will be in water and on land making this event a great place to shop for an end-of-season deal from quality brokers and dealers. It is also a great place to learn more about the different types of boating enjoyed by more than four million people each year in Michigan. 
Adding to the appeal of this boat show – are the attractions. The Boating & Outdoor Festival is a boat show plus so much more. A picturesque boardwalk lined with beautiful boats along the Black River is the perfect backdrop for a day on the water. New this year, select dealers will be demoing their boats to customers. Live island music entertains patrons in the Tiki Bar and a multitude of activities fill the day including the Bark Park, featuring entertainment by the Rock N Roll K9’s; The Bat Boat and Bat Man; a Nautical Photobooth; and the Kid’s Entertainment Zone with waterwalkerz, face painting and bounce houses. A Taste Fest, food court, Beer Tent and Tiki Bar are also on site all four days of the show. We’re also hosting our very spirited 2nd annual Cruising Outpost Party on Saturday night.
Exhibit space is selling fast as Michigan’s rebounding economy and great summer weather has fueled a great season for the boating industry. Michigan has seen 4 years of consecutive growth in new boats, motors, trailers and accessories and has outpaced the rest of the country for two years in a row. The boardwalk is on its way to being sold out and there will be more boats in the water with an increased demand for floating docks. For more information about exhibiting and a full list of up-to-date show promotions, visit www.BoatingandOutdoorFest.com.
The Boating & Outdoor Recreation Festival is produced by the Michigan Boating Industries Association (MBIA). The festival, located at Lake St. Clair Metropark, will be held September 11-14, 2014. Hours: Thurs., Fri.: Noon – 7:30PM, Sat.: 11AM – 7:30PM and Sun.: 11AM – 6 PM. For more information, current promotions and contest information, visit BoatingandOutdoorFest.com. Admission: $10 for adults, children 12 and under free with an adult. Parking is $5 – or free to those with a Metroparks permit. General park information can be found at www.metroparks.com or by calling 1-800-47-PARKS. 
The Boating & Outdoor Festival is sponsored by Allstate Insurance, Great Lakes Scuttlebutt – The Official Publication of MBIA Boat shows and Kyocera. 
MBIA is a non-profit Association dedicated to the advancement, protection and promotion of the recreational boating industry in Michigan, representing more than 300 marine businesses. The boating industry in Michigan has $7.4 billion impact on the state’s economy and more than 58,000 jobs, with 1,064 marinas and 460 marine dealers. For more information go to www.mbia.org. 
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