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U.S. EPA To Issue Final Carbon Rules; Administration Adds $100 Million Loans For Anti-Algae Efforts; OEPA Touts Wastewater Permit Changes 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced plans Wednesday to consolidate controversial rulemaking efforts designed to limit greenhouse gas emissions from power plants. The agency was scheduled to issue final carbon limits on new power plants this week, but said it would delay those until releasing final rules on existing power plants this summer. 
States will have until summer of 2016 to submit compliance plans on the new rules or can seek an extension of up to two years, according to the U.S. EPA. The agency will draft plans for states that don't develop their own. "EPA will be in a position to issue a final federal plan for meeting Clean Power Plan goals in areas that do not submit plans," the agency said. 
The U.S. EPA's "Clean Power Plan," released last year, calls on states to reduce CO2 emissions from power plants by 30% from 2005 levels by 2030. Ohio Environmental Protection Agency Director Craig Butler has not said whether the administration will submit a compliance plan. However, the director said recently that the proposed regulations were unachievable for the state and questioned whether U.S. EPA even has the legal authority to impose the rules. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, December 1, 2014) Toxic Algae: OEPA offered an additional $100 million in no-interest loans this week for projects that help reduce phosphorus and other excess nutrients that feed toxic algae in Ohio's lakes. 
The additional funding was included in the agency's 2015 program management plan for the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund, which provides low-interest loans and other assistance for projects that improve water quality in Ohio's rivers, lakes and streams. 
OEPA said it will continue to receive project nominations for the no-interest loan money throughout 2015, as long as funds are available. In addition, OEPA will provide $1 million to the Ohio Department of Health to help counties, communities and individuals address home sewage treatment system problems, particularly those in the Lake Erie basin. The funding comes as part of $6.4 million in principal forgiveness. Specially discounted interest rates will be offered to applicants that develop fiscal sustainability plans that include an inventory of critical assets of a wastewater treatment system and a plan for maintaining, repairing and replacing them. 
The WPCLF program is funded primarily through bond issues, loan repayments and federal capitalization grants. Ohio EPA said it might issue revenue bonds to help meet the coming year's funding requests. 
The Ohio Environmental Council applauded the Kasich administration's move to add $100 million to help upgrade old water treatment systems to prevent harmful algal blooms. "This action demonstrates the governor's continued commitment to avert future water crises, such as the one that turned Toledo's tap water toxic last summer," Adam Rissien, OEC's director of agricultural and water policy, said in a statement. However, the group said policymakers should take further action to address the issue and called for requiring certification to spread manure on agricultural lands and nutrient management plans based on regular soil tests. 
The OEC also wants the Department of Agriculture to track manure transfers or sales by industrial livestock facilities. "By using Ohio's 'manure loophole,' these operations frustrate efforts to carefully track and monitor nutrient use. This nonsensical policy invites excess manure applications that threaten water quality in Ohio's streams and lakes," Mr. Rissien said. 
Wastewater Permits: OEPA said Wednesday that changes to the wastewater discharge permitting will speed up the renewal process while ensuring that permit holders follow the latest water quality standards. "By improving the efficiency of our renewal process, we can ensure that more entities throughout Ohio are operating under the most current water quality standards," Director Butler said. 
"I'm proud of our team members for taking steps to improve customer service, reduce bureaucracy, and most importantly help keep Ohio's waterways clean." Delays in renewing permits result in entities continuing to operate under their original permit, which may have less stringent requirements. 
Environmentalists have asked U.S. EPA to investigate the OEPA to ensure the agency is properly enforcing National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water pollution requirements on coal operators after a division chief abruptly resigned. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, September 10, 2013) 
OEPA said the "Lean Ohio" changes to the water discharge permitting process emerged from the use of Kaizen and Six Sigma principles designed to significantly improve bureaucratic efficiency. "The Lean Ohio Team has been excited to assist Ohio EPA and Director Craig Butler with streamlining the NPDES permitting process," said Lean Ohio Team Leader Bill Demidovich. 
"Through the Lean value stream mapping process, Ohio EPA is able to identify ways to more efficiently serve its surface water permitting customers. Lean Ohio looks forward to working with Ohio EPA and other agencies in 2015 as we improve our government processes by making them simpler, better, faster and less costly to customers," he said. One standard process will now be used to renew all wastewater discharge permits, OEPA said. 
