Lake Erie Waterkeepers Report
	Delegate Phil LaCourse
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		Lake Erie/Great Lakes
Record high water levels forecast by Army Corps.
Controlling Great Lakes Water Levels
Great Lakes high water levels are of great interest to many who have businesses/property etc. along the Great Lakes shorelines. The cause of the high waters is generally linked to snow melt and heavy rains as only a low percentage of water in the Great Lakes comes from runoff. But there are two man made water level control points that impact all of the Great Lakes - Lake Superior's dam at the outflow to the St. Marys River, and, Lake Ontario's dam at the outflow to the St. Lawrence River.  These'control points' can and do raise or lower the levels of the lower four Great Lakes.  Attached is an analysis by Neal and Diane Thurber presented at the January 2020 Lake Erie waterkeeper meeting. Here is a link to the NOAA analysis of the impact of regulating Lake Superior water levels in 2003 by NOAA . Here is 2014 IJC information on increasing water levels. The NOAA study followed a 1993 International Joint Commission Study of Lake Levels. Lake Erie Waterkeeper is following up with calls and letters to ask if raising controls in Lake Superior to reduce flows to the lower lakes can be done. There is a great deal of economic damage now and to come from the high water levels.
Lake Erie/Great Lakes Ice Covers At Or Near Record Lows
Normally at this time of year, 46% of Lake Erie is covered by ice - this year less than 7%. Here is information on Great Lakes Ice
Great Lakes Guide
Great information about what to do and see around the Great Lakes. Great Lakes Guide
International Joint Commission recommendations on Need for better Manure Management in the Great Lakes
The report recommend s improved government manure management. Another report by Environmental Integrity on manure problems and challenges in the Great Lakes and beyond

﻿ The next Lake Erie Waterkeeper meeting will be February 13 in Cleveland and March 12 in Toledo. The spring Lake Erie Conference will be March 27. Stay tuned for more information.
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		3900 N. Summit
Toledo, Ohio 43611
﻿888-519-1142
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