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$2 Million will pay for several area projects
By Dean Cousino
The Monroe County Road Commission has been awarded a $1 million grant to build a new fuel station that would disperse biodiesel fuel and possibly consolidate fueling operations for the City of Monroe, the county and Lake Erie Transit buses.

The grant is part of more than $2 million in transportation funding for projects in southeast Michigan, according to U.S. Sens. Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich., and Carl Levin, D-Mich. 

The bill also included:

$940,000 for Phase 1 of a Monroe County greenways bike and pedestrian trail extending from Munson Park in the city about three miles to Monroe County Community College.

$100,000 to the city for construction of a greenways' trail from the city to Sterling State Park off Lake Erie.

News of the grant from surprised officials at the road commission today.

The grant apparently would consolidate fuel operations at the road commission garage off W. Seventh St. and also enhance facilities to include biodiesel fuel pumps for the first time.

Ralph Lange, managing director, said he couldn't recall applying for the grant, but was glad to get it.

"Our fuel system is (old) and needs rehabilitation," Mr. Lange said this morning. "We welcome their announcement and are very appreciative of the people who put this together. We certainly could use an upgrade of our fueling system."

He said road officials earlier had explored the possibility of consolidating fueling operations with LET, the city, county and sheriff's department. In theory, having one fueling station instead of several in the area would save on costs and maintenance.

"We thought that someday in the future that could happen," Mr. Lange said. "We are a logical place for a consolidated fuel operation because we have so many trucks."

Officials also visited the Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority (TARTA) bus system in Toledo, which uses biodiesel fuel that is less corrosive on engines and more environmentally friendly than conventional petroleum products.

"We were extremely impressed with that," Mr. Lange said.

Other road commissions in Michigan also have switched to biodiesel fuel, he said.

The road commission could use the funds to build a new fueling station near its 300-foot-long vehicle storage building along W. Seventh. The road commission trucks would likely use this station, while the county and city trucks could use the existing fuel station that is about 15 years old. There are four islands that disperse unleaded gasoline and diesel fuel.

"Most of the equipment is in a very deteriorated condition and there is no canopy," Mr. Lange said. "We wanted to rehab it, but didn't have the funds."

The road commission would prefer to have its own fueling depot rather than share one to avoid congestion, especially when salt trucks are in use, he said."We would rather have our own for security reasons, too, but that's a small price to pay if we have to share it," he said.

He said $1 million would probably be enough to pay for the entire project. 

The $940,000 would be a welcome boost to getting the bike trail extended from Munson to the college, said Robert Peven, assistant director at the county planning department. He said the county applied last year.

He said the three-mile, 10-foot-wide trail would be paved and accommodate people walking and on bicycles.

He said the department was happy, but wondered if there was any requirement for meeting matching funds.

"We got a similar grant last year to extend the trail to the (Ellis Information & Reference Center) that required a 25 percent match," he said. "We were unable to raise the funds and had to reapply."

He said trail construction would probably begin next year.

The $100,000 for the city would extend the walking trail at Sterling State Park 1.5 miles along N. Dixie Hwy. to E. Elm Ave. 

